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WRITE YOUR STATE LEGISLATURE! 


A Special Message to Citizens of lowa, Connecticut, Delaware, Minnesota, New York, 
New Mexico, and Oregon 


BE A “WRITE” CITIZEN 


Your state legislature is now in session. Bills are being 
considered which will strengthen—or weaken—your state 
child labor and school attendance laws. Your representatives 
in the legislature want to know your views about these bills 
so that they can act accordingly. Their votes, for or against 
a bill, only reflect what they believe to be the prevailing 
sentiments of their constituents. Participate in the policy- 
making decisions of your state government by letting your 
fepresentatives know what you want done. Be a ‘‘write’’ 
citizen. 


In this column and in the adjoining one you will find an 
analysis of the bills that are being considered in your state. 
If you agree with our views about these measures, write— 
or preferably wire since action may be taken soon—your 
tepresentatives in the legislature—and urge your friends 
and the organizations you belong to, to do the same. In 
writing or wiring be sure to mention the number of the 
bill you are referring to, and send your letters or wires to 
one or more of the key legislators whose names and ad- 
dresses are listed. 


IOWA 


A Bad Bill 


You can help to defeat a vicious child labor bill being con- 
sidered by the General Assembly in the House of ig “nee 
tives. The bill is H.F. 54. In the Senate it is S.F. 26. The bills 
would remove cafes and restaurants from all provisions of the 
child labor law and legalize the employment of children of any 
age, at any hour, and for any period of time—all night, all day, 
or all week for unlimited hours—and without a wor! permit or 
proof of age. These bills would also break down the present 
16 year age limit in bowling alleys except alleys with a Class B 
beer permit. Whether pinboys would still be subject to a 14 year 
minimum age and prohibited from working after 6 p.m. if they 
are under 16 years, would depend on whether or not the courts 
tuled that bowling alleys came under the list classified as ‘‘places 
of amusement.” 


Bowling alley breakdown bills have been passed twice and 
vetoed twice by Iowa Governors (in 1945 and 1951). This 
third effort will be even stronger in order to get the votes to 
Override any veto. H.F. 54 has been approved by the Labor 
Committee and is on the House Calendar. S.F. 26 is before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 


In acting on the House Bill, refer to H.F. 54 and wire, visit 


or telephone your representative in the House and wire to Hon. 
William Lynes, Speaker of the House, Des Moines, Iowa. 


In acting on the Senate Bill, refer to S.F. 26 and wire to your 
own State Senator and to Hon. Rex Bateson, Chairman, Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Des Moines, Iowa. 


CONNECTICUT 
Another Bad Bill—H.B. 918 


At present, minors under 16 are not permitted to work in 
bowling alleys. A bill has been sire st which would permit 
15 year old minors to work in bowling alleys until 11 p.m. 
Many civic, religious and social welfare agencies share our con- 
viction that this is not desirable for school children. Wires op- 
posing this bill should be sent to your own representative in the 
House of Representatives and to Hon. Erving Pruyn, Chairman, 
Judiciary Committee, House of Representatives, Hartford, 
Connecticut. 


NEw YORK 
More Bad Bills 


You can help to prevent a serious breakdown of New York 
State’s child labor law by opposing two extremely bad bills now 
being considered by the Assembly—House Bills 2529 and 2530. 
Both bills would break down the present 14 year age minimum 
for employment in agriculture. Bill No. 2529 would permit 
children of any age to be employed in harvesting small fruits 
and vegetables when school attendance is not required. Bill 
No. 2530 would give the Industrial Commissioner power to 
grant such exemptions, upon application, which would result in 
tremendous pressure by farm lobbies. Wires opposing these 
breakdown bills should be sent to Hon. John F. Wadlin, Chair- 
man, Committee on Labor & Industry; Hon. Oswald D. Heck, 
Speaker of the Assembly; Hon. Lee B. Mailler, Majority 
Leader; and Hon. Eugene F. Bannigan, Minority Leader. Ad- 
dress your communications to these Assemblymen at the State 
Capitol, Albany, New York. 


DELAWARE 
A Good Bill 


Bill S. 25, which has been favorably reported by the Senate 
Labor Committee and is now before the feeate, deserves your 
support. It would repeal the wartime exemption in the- child 
labor law which is still in effect and now permits minors under 
16 years of age to work as late as midnight in bowling alleys 
and as early as 5 a.m. in the delivery of milk. Wires supporting 
this bill should be sent to your own Senator and to Hon. John 
W. Rawlins, Lieutenant Governor, Dover, Delaware. 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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BREAKDOWN BILLS IN CONGRESS 


PPONENTS of the provision of the federal child 
labor law which prohibits the employment of chil- 
dren under 16 in commercial agriculture while schools are 
in session have lost no time renewing their efforts in Con- 
gress to break down this provision through amendments. 
Seven of the eight bills introduced in the last Congress have 
been reintroduced, up to the present, three of them by 
Congressmen from Texas. The chief objective of these bills 
is to remove migrant children from the protection of the 
law and permit them to be employed while schools are in 
session. 
The bills have been referred to the House Committee on 
Education and Labor. Though no immediate action on them 


NOTICE 


CHILDREN UNDER 16 WILL NOT BE PER- 
MITTED TO PICK DURING SCHOOL HOURS 

















United States Fair Labor Laws Prohibit the 
Employment of Children Under 16 Years of Age 
While School is in Session in This District 
This Law Will Be Enforced on This Ranch 


Under Arizona law a parent who keeps children under 
16 out of school is guilty of a misdemeanor and may 
be fined up to $50.00 
BOYS AND GIRLS OVER 16 MAY OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF AGE FROM 


NEAREST SCHOOL PRINCIPAL IF THEY PROVIDE 
SUFFICIENT PROOF OF AGE 7 








ARIZONA COOPERATIVE COTTON GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
1242 E. MeDOWELL ROAD PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


is anticipated, the National Child Labor Committee has 
written to the Chairman of the Committee, requesting an 
opportunity to present its findings on the good results of 
the present agricultural provision of the federal law, if the 
bills come up for consideration. Out of 1,052 county super- 
intendents of schools in 46 states, queried by the National 
Child Labor Committee last year, 505 said that this pro- 
vision had some application to the school attendance and 
crop situation in their areas. More than half of these 505 
county superintendents reported that school attendance has 
increased as a direct result of the law and four out of five 
stated that the harvesting of crops had not been hampered 
because children under 16 could not be employed during 
school hours. 


This testimony contradicts that of growers who are try- 
ing to get their child workers back by claiming that the 
federal law is wreaking havoc with the agricultural econ- 
omy. Some growers support the law and if more followed 
the example of the Arizona Cooperative Cotton Growers 
Association, whose poster is reproduced below, farm and 
migrant children would have a better chance to get the 
increased educational opportunities which the law is in- 
tended to give them. 


CHEERS FOR “TOMMY” 


ANY enthusiastic comments on the radio program, 
M ‘A Decision for Tommy,’ a dramatic sketch of a 
drop-out, came to the National Child Labor Committee 
office following the broadcast over the NBC network. The 
comments expressed concern about the drop-out problem 
and the need to do more about it, and praised the quality 
and effectiveness of the program for school use. Recordings 
are now available and may be obtained through the Na- 
tional Association of Secondary School Principals, 1201 
Sixteenth Street, Northwest, Washington 6, D. C., which 
was a co-sponsor of the program. The price of the 33), 
RPM, 16 inch records, is $4.00 and of the 78 RPM, 12 inch 
records, $6.00. 

A few examples of the favorable response to the program 
are quoted below: 


PAUL T. RYDER, Assistant Superintendent, Wayne County 
Public Schools, Honesdale, Pa. 


Congratulations to your organization and to the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals for the radio drama, 
“A Decision for Tommy”. . . . It is the finest presentation on 
the problem of the drop-out that I have ever heard. I am won- 
dering if this drama is available as a transcription for loan or 
sale. It would be a splendid thing if the story could be brought 
to the students of the high schools throughout the country. 


G. W. GROOTERS, Superintendent, Haaland School District No. 
23, Bowdon, North Dakota 


A few days ago I had the privilege of listening to your pro- 
gram entitled, ““A Decision for Tommy.” I thought it was won- 
derful to say the least and wondered if it were possible for us to 
use the program to be presented to our High School students in 
the near future. We know it to be a fact that everywhere high 
school students are dropping out of school at an alarming rate 
and something must be done to stop this movement. I think 
your narrative illustrates the objective very clearly and it would 
have a tremendous influence on the average child to continue 
his education. 
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RALPH S. OwINGs, Professor of Educational Administration, 
Mississippi Southern College, Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


I wish to commend you upon your splendid program, “A 
Decision for Tommy.” It appears to me that we need more 
programs such as this, and poth you and the National Asso- 
ciation of Secondary School Principals are to be congratulated 
on this fine presentation. 


MARGARET L. MEYN, Head of Drama Department, Benton 
Harbor High School, Benton Harbor, Michigan 


Last week, I heard your broadcast of “Decision for Tommy,” 
... and felt it so effective, that I wondered whether it would be 
possible to secure a copy of script for radio class to present to 
school assembly . . . or a recording to be played for school. 


Mrs. T. E. JoNEs, Mentor Junior High School, Mentor, Ohio 


My husband and I have just finished listening to “Decision 
for Tommy,” a radio program, sponsored by you and the Na- 
tional Association of Secondary School Principals. I teach 
English at the Mentor Junior High School and my husband 
teaches English, speech, and dramatics at the Mentor High 
School. I want to tell you how much we enjoyed the drama- 
tization we heard this evening. We feel that you imparted a 
notable message to the youth of America. Would it be possible 
for me to obtain a copy of the script “Decision for Tommy’’ 
and/or a recording. . .. We both hope more programs of such 
a worthy caliber will be “‘on the air” soon. 


GILBERT F. J. ScHRopT, Director of Audio-Visual Education, 
Evansville Public Schools, Evansville, Indiana 


Quite a number of our patrons and some of our administrators 
heard the program “A Decision for Tommy” and were very 
well impressed by its excellence. They are agreed that the need 
for emphasis on the objective which the program served to pro- 
mote is perennial. They are also agreed that the program “A 
Decision for Tommy’’ was so well done that they would like to 
have a recorded copy of the program to place in our audio-visual 
library. Such a copy would be available for use by all the schools 
of our city, as well as parent-teacher organizations, and could 
make a very definite contribution to the thinking of our com- 
munity, extending over a considerable period of time. 


W. W. Baxter, School Community Relations, Amarillo Public 
Schools, Amarillo, Texas 


Heard with interest, the radio program ‘A Decision for 
Tommy.” Congratulations for your co-sponsorship of this highly 
entertaining and educational undertaking. It was very effective. 


INCREASE IN YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 


MPLOYMENT of young people continues to mount, 
the Employment Certificating Service of the Phila- 
delphia Schools reports, and there are indications that 
illegal as well as legal employment has increased. In the 
quarter from July 1, 1952 to October 1, 1952, the total 
number of certificates issued was 20% higher for full-time 
jobs than in the same quarter in 1951 and 23% higher for 
Vacation and part-time jobs. This included an increase in 
the number of young people getting their first full-time 
Work permits (14% ) and their first part-time work permits 
(13%) as compared with the same period in 1951. 
Turnover in jobs also increased in both full-time and 
patt-time work, indicating available choice in jobs for 
young people. Frequently certificates had just been typed 


and mailed to employers, the report states, when boys and 
girls returned with “promises of employment” for new 
jobs, usually on the same occupational level, but with an 
anticipated advantage, i.e., “more pay,” “steadier work,” 
“nearer home,” ‘‘my friends work there,” ‘‘better working 
hours,” “more chance to move around,” or, “to be off my 
feet.” Other young people changed their jobs to get away 
from “constant loud noise,” ‘‘bad odor,”’ or ‘‘sore hands,” 
while in still other cases, the jobs they wanted in the first 
place, opened up, and they left their “‘filler in’ jobs. 


“Some of these changes were constructive,” the report 
comments, “but many young workers showed their need for 
job counseling on more thoughtful selection of jobs, value 
of longer experience, before changing from one job to 
another, their responsibilities to employers, and, on the sort 
of work history they are building and its possible effect on 
future employment.” 


Among the young people who left school for full-time 
work, there were more from every grade-in-school category 
from the “sixth grade” or lower through high school grad- 
uation. The high school graduates totalled 872 and the 
drop-outs 2,489. The number who dropped out for work 
was 352 higher in the July-October 1952 quarter than in 
the same quarter in 1951. Manufacturing and wholesale 
and retail trade showed the largest increase in the number 
of young people employed in these two quarters. 


A PROGRAM TO REDUCE DROP-OUTS 


HE Kansas City Schools have appointed a Holding 

Power Committee to cooperate with other cities in a 
series of long-time comprehensive and mutually shared 
studies to increase the holding power of the schools. Two 
studies are under. way and a third is being contemplated, 
reports Bulletin No. 1 of the Kansas City Holding Power 
Committe: 


(1) In cooperation with other cities an — of the drop- 
out record of the high school class of 1955 is being kept from 
the time of its entrance into the 9th grade in September, 1951, 
until June, 1955. Reasons for dropping out are being recorded 
and analyzed yearly. The information will in time be pooled 
among the big cities and some data should be available in the 
next few years reflecting drop-out patterns in the metropolitan 
high schools and from which schools should have bases on 
which to introduce procedures that will tend to improve hold- 
ing power. 

(2) If potential drop-outs could be located in the elementary 
schools, counseling might be more effective and the drop-out 
rate reduced. During the 1951-52 school year teachers in ten 
6th grade rooms, comprising about 400 children, attempted to 
make such predictions in terms of factors associated with early 
school leaving. This study will not be completed for six years, 
but as the children progress through school it will be interesting 
to note the drop-outs in terms of prediction. 


(3) A contemplated study would attempt to evaluate the 
holding power of certain projects, techniques, or programs now 
going on in the schools which teachers and administrators think 
are making a contribution to holding power. There is real need 
for some objective evidence to substantiate subjective judg- 
ment. An analysis of high school drop-outs in the last 22 years 
reveals that the decade of the forties shows no improvement 
over the decade of the thirties in the holding power of the 
school. .. . 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS OF 
SPECIAL INTEREST 


THE Boy BEHIND THE Pins: A Report on Pinsetters in Bowl- 
ing Alleys. Bureau of Labor Standards, U.S. Department 
of Labor, Washington, D. C. February 1953. 


The report is based on visits to bowling alleys to observe at 
firsthand the conditions under which pin setters work, sup- 
plemented by interviews with various officials and citizen 
groups. The findings on conditions of work, on chronic 
violations of child labor laws and on chronic efforts to 
break down laws to obtain more young workers, confirm the 
findings of the National Child Labor Committee in its 
recently published study, Up Your Alley. Age and night 
work regulations for pin setters in state child labor laws are 





NOT AN “EASTER BONNET” 
Just a Pair of Shoes 





California 1953 


Photo by David Myers 


Louise is only six but went to work in the cotton fields 
to earn money for a pair of shoes her parents couldn’t buy. 
She wants to go to school. 


To THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE 
419 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, New York 


I am glad to enclose $......-s:ssssssesessssseeeeee as a special gift 
at this Easter-Passover Season to help in your work to 
abolish child labor and to assure the children of America 


their rightful heritage of normal health, education and 
happiness. 


TORRE eee EET EO Eee EEE EEE EE SESE SEES EOE E SESE SHES OE OEE EED EEE Ee eeeeeseeeeees 
TAO OEE HELO EO ETOH SHEET EESSEO OSES ESSE SESE SHEETS SEES EE EE He OEE EEEreseeeee®e 
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given in a table which shows changes in regulations since 
1940 and supplements information on laws in Up Your 
Alley. Suggestions for community action to improve condi- 
tions, enforcement and laws, add to the usefulness of the 
report. 


IMPROVEMENT OF HOLDING POWER THROUGH A CONTINU- 
ous STUDY OF YOUTH IN SCHOOL. The Readjustment of 
High School Education, New York State Education De- 
partment, Albany, N. Y. 1952. 


Summarizes research which indicates directions for evalu- 


ating and improving school programs and suggestions for 
action. 


REACTIONS OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS TO THEIR GUIDANCE 
PROGRAMS: A Method of Evaluating a Guidance Program. 
New York State University Bulletin, No. 1411, Alban), 
N. Y., September 1952. 


MIssOURI PLANS FOR BETTER SCHOOLS: A Digest of the Re- 
port of the Missouri Citizens Commission for the Study of 
Education. Jefferson City, Mo., September 1952. 


Missouri is 20th in ability to support its schools among the 
48 states and 46th in effort. This citizens’ study is designed 
to bring effort nearer in line with ability to provide good 
education for Missouri's children. 


WRITE YOUR STATE LEGISLATURE! 


(Continued from Page 1) 
MINNESOTA 
An Improved Child Labor Law—H.F. 702 


This bill is worthy of support. It overhauls the present child 
labor law and brings it more nearly into line with standards 
which have been recognized as desirable. Minors under 16 
would be prohibited from employment in factories or when 
schools are in session. There would be a maximum 40 hour week 
for minors under 16, and other provisions of the law would be 
strengthened. Wires supporting this bill should be sent to your 
own representative in the House of Representatives and to Hon. 
John J. Kinzer, Chairman, Labor Committee, House of Rep- 
resentatives, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


New MExIco 
A Good Bill—H. 121 


The House of Representatives is now considering this bill 
which would eliminate certain exceptions to the child labor law 
which were passed as an emergency measure during the wat. 
Enactment of the bill would establish once again a 16 year mini- 
mum age for bowling alleys. Wires supporting the bill should 
be sent to your own representative in the House of Representa- 
tives and to Hon. Hugh Horne, Chairman, House Judiciary 
Committee, House of Representatives, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 


OREGON 
An Unnecessary Exemption—H. 429 


At present, children under 14 years of age are prohibited from 
working when schools are in session. This bill, which is entirely 
unnecessary, would permit 12 year old children to be excused 
from attending school for a week at a time in order to harvest 
crops. Wires should be sent to your own representative in the 
House of Representatives and to Hon. Maurine Neuberget, 
Chairman, House Education Committee, House of Representa 
tives, Salem, Oregon. : 
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